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Education: 
 
• Ph.D. Biology (concentration in Invertebrate Zoology and Marine Ecology), Graduate School of  
Arts and Sciences, Northeastern University, 1996. 
 

• Certificate in Advanced Environmental Studies, University College, Northeastern University, 1995. 
 
• B.A. Biology, Swarthmore College, 1988 
 
 
Professional Experience: 
 
1997-present Director, Three Seas Program, Marine Science Center, Northeastern University 

• Responsible for all aspects of program operation (see www.threeseas.neu.edu) 
• MS in Marine Biology Program Director (see www.marinebioms.neu.edu) 

  • Coordinate Marine Biology Concentration and Summer Marine Biology program 
 • Develop marine-related courses and curricula in the College of Arts & Sciences 

 
1996-1997 Postdoctoral Research Associate, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 

Brown University 
 
1988-1995 Teaching/Research Assistant, Department of Biology, Northeastern University 
 
 
Teaching Experience:  
 
Instructor, Northeastern University, Three Seas Program 
 Experimental Design in Marine Ecology, Spring 2002 
 Diving Research Methods (co-taught), Fall 1997-2002 
 Ocean and Coastal Processes (co-taught), Spring 2006 
 
Instructor, Department of Biology, Northeastern University 
 Environmental and Population Biology (with Honors Section), Summer 1998 
 Marine Biology, Summer 1999, 2002-06 
 Marine Conservation Biology Seminar, Spring 2003 
 Marine Fisheries Ecology Seminar, Spring 2002 
 Monitoring and Managing Marine Resources Seminar, Spring 1999  
 
Instructor, Department of Education, Northeastern University 
 Marine Science Learning and Investigation, Summer 2001 
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Instructor, Cornell University 
 Centro Ecológico Akumal, Mexico, Tropical Marine Science (guest lecturer), Summer 2000 
 Shoals Marine Laboratory, Ecology of Fishes (co-taught), Summer 1997 
 
 
Graduate Advising:  (all as a committee member at Northeastern University) 
 
Diann Lavoie,  M.S., 1998.  The potential for intracoastal transfer of non-indigenous species in the 
ballast water of ships.  
 
Aaren Freeman, M.S., 1999.  Grazing pressure on introduced and endemic subspecies of Codium 
fragile. 
 
Eike Breitbarth, M.S., 2000.  Temporary hypoxia in canopies of turf algae on coral reefs: ecological 
significance and relation to diel vertical migration of zooplankton.  
 
Jill Juhasz, M.S., 2000.  Burial depth response of the soft-shell clam, Mya arenaria, to feeding and 
non-feeding crab predators, Cancer irroratus and Carcinus maenas.  
 
Tammi Kaeberlein, Ph.D., 2003.  A novel approach for culturing “unculturable” microorganisms 
from marine sediments.  
 
Brad Agius, M.S., 2003. The effect of global climate change on the success of invasive species in 
New England subtidal communities.   (Major Advisor) 
 
Michelle Wildes, M.S., 2003.  The effects of modern public aquariums on global marine 
conservation. 
 
Brett Hayward, M.S., 2004.  Quantifying eukaryotic microbial diversity in the sea. 
 
John Mandelman, Ph.D., 2006.  Physiological stress and mortality in an exploited elasmobranch. 
 
Timothy Hogan, M.S., 2007.  Evaluation of Porphyra as a protein replacement and essential fatty 
acid supplement in pelleted feed for rainbow trout. 
 
Christine Vaccaro, M.S., in progress.  Shell choice and habitat specificity of the congener hermit 
crabs, Pagurus longicarpus and P. acadianus. (Major Advisor) 
 
 
Publications: 
 
Levitan, D.R. and S.J. Genovese.  (1989)  Substratum-dependent predator-prey dynamics:  patch 
reefs as refuges from gastropod predation.  J. Exp. Mar. Biol. Ecol.  130: 111-118. 
 
Hart, D.D., R.A. Merz, S.J. Genovese, and B.D. Clark.  (1991)  Feeding postures of suspension-
feeding larval black flies:  the conflicting demands of drag and food acquisition.  Oecologia.  85:  
457-463. 
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Witman, J.D., J.J. Leichter, S.J. Genovese, and D.A. Brooks.  (1993)  Pulsed phytoplankton supply to 
the rocky subtidal zone:  influence of internal waves.  Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA  90:  1686-1690.  
 
Genovese, S.J. and J.D. Witman.  (1997)  Particle flux measurement in deep (25-40m) suspension-
feeding communities in the Gulf of Maine. pp. 59-69  In:  E.J Maney and C.H. Ellis, eds. 
Proceedings of the American Academy of Underwater Sciences. 
 
Leichter, J.J., G.S. Shellenbarger, S.J. Genovese, and S.R. Wing.  (1998)  Breaking internal waves 
on a Florida coral reef:  A plankton pump at work? Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser.  166:  83-97. 
 
Genovese, S.J. and J.D. Witman. (1999)  Interactive effects of flow speed and particle  
concentration on growth rates of an active suspension feeder. Limnol. Oceanogr.  44(4): 1120-1131. 
 
Maney, E.J. and S.J. Genovese  (2000)  Scientific diver training at Northeastern University.  Mar. 
Tech. Soc. Journal  34(4):  38-45. 
 
Witman, J.D., S.J. Genovese, J.F. Bruno, J.W. McLaughlin and B.I. Pavlin. (2003)  Massive prey 
recruitment and the control of rocky subtidal communities on regional spatial scales.  Ecol. 
Monogr. 73(3): 441-462. 
 
Witman, J.D., M.R. Patterson, and S.J. Genovese (2004)  Benthic-pelagic linkages in subtidal 
communities:  the influence of food subsidies by internal waves.  pp. 133-153.  In:  G.A. Polis, M.E. 
Powers, and G.R Huxel eds.  Food Webs at the Landscape Level. University of Chicago Press. 
 
Genovese, S.J. and J.D. Witman. (2004)  Wind-mediated diel variation in flow speed in a Jamaican 
back reef environment:  effects on ecological processes. Bulletin of Marine Science.  75(2):  281-293. 
 
Leichter, J.J. and S.J. Genovese. (2006)  Intermittent upwelling and subsidized coral growth on the 
deep forereef slope of Discovery Bay, Jamaica. Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser. 316:  95-103. 
 
Trussell, G.C., M.P. Lesser, M.R. Patterson, and S.J. Genovese. (2006)  Depth-specific differences 
in sponge growth, bioenergetics and the impact of internal tidal bores on Conch Reef. Mar. Ecol. 
Prog. Ser.  323: 149-158. 
 
Leichter, J.J., M.D. Stokes, and S.J. Genovese. (submitted)  Deep water macroalgae seaward of the 
Florida Keys, USA.  Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser.   
 
 
Grants and Fellowships: 
 
•  Swarthmore College Biology grant for research, 1986. 
•  Edward Martin Scholarship for Biology, Swarthmore College, 1987. 
•  Eugene Lang summer research grant, Swarthmore College, 1987. 
•  Sigma Xi Grant-in-Aid of Research for thesis work, 1990. 
•  Lerner-Gray Grant for thesis research, 1990. 
•  Honorable mention, NSF pre-doctoral fellowship, 1990. 
•  DIALOG II (Dissertations Initiative for the Advancement of Limnology and Oceanography) 
 symposium invitation (declined), American Society of Limnology & Oceanography, 1997. 
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Grant Proposals submitted:   (as Principal Investigator) 
 
August 1997.  Population and morphological variation in Xestospongia muta along a depth and 
latitudinal gradient.  National Undersea Research Center – University of North Carolina, 
Wilmington.  $61,118. (unfunded) 
 
August 2000.  Red Hake (Urophycis chuss) settlement in the sea scallop Placopecten magellanicus: 
the importance of closure areas as a tool to increase recruitment success.  National Undersea 
Research Center – University of Connecticut, Avery Point.  $25,780.  (unfunded) 
 
May 2003.  Interspecific competition between the Jonah Crab (Cancer borealis) and juvenile 
lobsters (Homarus americanus) for food and shelter resources.  Northeast Consortium – University 
of New Hampshire.  $154,117. (unfunded) 
 
July 2005.  The groundtruthing and interpretation of existing multi-beam and side-scan sonar 
seafloor maps by the commercial fishing industry. Northeast Consortium – University of New 
Hampshire.  $186,155.  (unfunded) 
 
October 2005.  Pilot project to assess need and initialize a methodology to groundtruth existing 
multi-beam and side-scan sonar seafloor charts.  Northeast Consortium – University of New 
Hampshire.  $25,000.  (funded) 
 
 
Reviewer for: 
 
Bulletin of Marine Science; 1998, 2000, 2002, 2005. 
California Sea Grant; 2003. 
Coral Reefs; 2005. 
Ecological Applications, 2004. 
Journal of Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology; 2004-06. 
Marine Ecology Progress Series; 2000, 2005. 
National Science Foundation, Biological Oceanography; 2002, 2004. 
National Undersea Research Program (NURP), N. Atlantic & Great Lakes Program; 1999, 2001. 
NURP, Florida Keys & South Atlantic Bight Programs, 1994, 1999. 
NURP, Caribbean Marine Research Center; 1999. 
NURP, West Coast and Polar Region: Panel Member; 2000. Grant Review; 2002. 
Natural Environment Research Council - Research Grant Assessment, United Kingdom; 2001. 
University of Puerto Rico Sea Grant; 2001. 
 
 
Other Professional Service: 
 
• Safer Waters in Massachusetts (SWIM): Advisory Board 2002-2004; President 2004-present. 
   (see www.nahant.org/community/swim.shtml) 
 
• SWIM’s representative on the Public Interest Advisory Committee (PIAC) to the Boston Harbor 
Outfall Monitoring Scientific Advisory Panel (OMSAP).  (see www.epa.gov/ne/omsap/piac.html) 
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• SWIM’s representative to the Marine Fisheries Conservation Network.  
  (see www.conservefish.org/site/) 
 
 
Professional Societies: 
 
American Academy of Underwater Sciences    
American Society of Limnology & Oceanography   
Ecological Society of America   
Sigma Xi 
Western Society of Naturalists 


